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JOSEPH, MELVIN

DOB: 08/19/1947
DOV: 07/22/2025
Mr. Joseph is being evaluated for face-to-face evaluation today. This will be shared with the hospice medical director. The patient is currently in his 10th benefit period extending from 06/20/2025 to 08/18/2025.
This 78-year-old gentleman is being seen today for face-to-face evaluation. Mr. Joseph is currently on hospice with history of COPD end-stage, cor pulmonale, pulmonary hypertension, lower extremity edema, hypoxemia, weight loss, and decreased appetite. His MAC is 25 cm. He also has a history of senile degeneration of the brain, confusion most likely related to his hypoxemia. His O2 saturation runs around 92-95% on 2 liters of oxygen. He also suffers from anxiety, air hunger, hypertensive heart disease, right-sided heart failure, and protein-calorie malnutrition related to his weight loss. He is bowel and bladder incontinent. He has a hospital bed, has to sleep at 45 degrees because he will get very short of breath with lying down flat. His PPS is at 40%. His confusion puts him at FAST score of 7B. Overall prognosis remains poor for this gentleman with end-stage COPD, dyspnea at rest, dyspnea with exertion, O2 dependency, using his nebulizer on regular basis and taking his medication to control his anxiety. His 2+ edema is related to right-sided heart failure. His pain is controlled with Norco. He continues to deteriorate emotionally, cognitively, and pulmonary-wise. Social work is involved in his care as well as chaplain regarding his spiritual needs. Given natural progression of his disease, he most likely has less than six months to live.
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